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SUBJECT: MID-AIR COLLISION NEAR ZAGREB SEPTEMBER 10, 1976 
REF: A) BELGRADE 5943; B ) BELGRADE 5944 

1 . ON DECEMBER 23, THE YUGOSLAV COMMISSION OF INQUIRY LOOKING 
INTO THE SEPT. 10 MID-AIR COLLISION OF A BRITISH AIRWAYS TRIDENT 
AND AN INEX ADRIA DC-9, RELEASED ITS FINDINGS ON THE CAUSE OF 
THE CRASH. 

2. PART OF THE REPORT, AS CARRIED BY TANJUG, FOLLOWS: 

"THE TRIDENT 3 PLANE FLEW FROM LONDON TO ISTANBUL OVER 

WESTERN EUROPE AND THROUGH A PART OF THE AIR CORRIDOR OVER 
YUGOSLAVIA, IN THE DIRECTION OF VOR ZAGREB, AT AN ALTITUDE 
OF 35,000 FEET. UPON ENTERING YUGOSLAV AIRSPACE THE CREW OF 
THE TRIDENT PLANE ESTABLISHED RADIO CONTACT WITH ZAGREB 
REGIONAL FLIGHT CONTROL AT 1 1 :04 HOURS CET, ANTICIPATING ITS 
FLYOVER THE ZAGREB VOR AT 1 1 : 14 HOURS CET, AT THE SAME ALTITUDE. 

THE DC-9 TOOK OFF FROM SPLIT AT 10:48 HOURS CET AND REACHED 
AN ALTITUDE OF 12,000 FEET (3,650 METERS) OVER THE SPLIT VOR. 
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THEN IT SWITCHED TO THE ZAGREB REGIONAL FLIGHT CONTROL. UPON 
RECEIVING PERMISSION FROM FLIGHT CONTROL, THE DC-9 CONTINUED 
TO CLIMB IN THE DIRECTION OF KOSTAJNICA TO AN ALTITUDE OF 
26,000 FEET (7,900 METERS). AT 1 1:08 HOURS CET. THE FLIGHT 
CONTROL GAVE THE CREW OF THE DC-9 PLANE PERMISSION TO CONTINUE 
CLIMBING IN THE DIRECTION OF KOSTAJNICA AND THE ZAGREB VOR. UP 
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TO AN ALTITUDE OF 35,000 FEET (10,650 METERS). 

WHILE GUIDING THE OTHER PLANES WITHIN HIS COMPETENCE, THE 
FLIGHT CONTROLLER LOST SIGHT OF THE PERMISSION ISSUED AND 
FAILED TO APPLY THE REGULATIONS PRESCRIBED FOR SEPARATING THE 
PLANES. 

THE CONTROLLER OF THE UPPER SECTION OF THE ZAGREB REGIONAL 
CONTROL BACAME AWARE OF THE THREAT OF A COLLISION ABOUT 40 SECONDS 
BEFORE THE DISASTER, AT THE MOMENT WHEN THE DC-9 RADIOED HIM IT 
WAS PASSING THE ALTITUDE OF 32,500 FEET (9,900 METERS). HE TRIED 
AT ONCE TO PREVENT THE COLLISION BY INFORMING THE DC-9 CREW 
THAT THEY HAD A PLANE IN FRONT OF THEM AND ORDERING THEM IN 
SERBO-CROATIAN TO STAY AT THE ALTITUDE REACHED, BUT THIS ORDER 
WAS ISSUED TOO LATE, AND THE PLANE, IN THE PROCESS OF CLIMBING, 

COULD NOT BE BROUGHT INSTANTLY INTO HORIZONTAL FLIGHT: THIS 
WAS ACHIEVED AT THE ALTITUDE AT WHICH THE TRIDENT WAS FLYING. 

ACCORDINGLY, THIS DISASTER WAS A RESULT OF DEFINITE OMISSIONS 
ON THE PART OF THE FLIGHT CONTROLLER AT THE ZAGREB REGIONAL 
FLIGHT CONTROL. APART FROM THE OMISSIONS OF THE FLIGHT CONTROLLERS, 

THE CONCURRENCE OF A NUMBER OF OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES, TOO, CONTRIBUTED 
TO THE COLLISION OF THESE PLANES WHICH OTHERWISE FLEW UNDER HIGH 
VISIBILITY CONDITIONS. 

AFTER THE COLLISION, THE DEBRIS OF THE PLANES FELL OVER A 
LARGE AREA, 32 X 10 KM. IN SIZE. WHOLEHEARTED HELP IN LOCALIZING 
FIRE, SEARCHING THE GROUND AND EVACUATING THE VICTIMS WAS EXTENDED 
BY THE FIRE BRIGADES OF ZAGREB AND VRBOVEC, MEMBERS OF THE 
TERRITORIAL DEFENSE UNITS OF VRBOVEC, WORKERS OF THE VRBOVEC 
AGRICULTURAL-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX, WORKERS OF THE SECRETARIAT FOR 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE CONSTITUENT REPUBLIC OF CROATIA AND THE 
NEARBY TOWNS AND CITIES, FORENSIC MEDICAL ORGANS, MEMBERS OF THE 
YUGOSLAV PEOPLE'S ARMY FROM THE ZAGREB GARRISON AND INHABITANTS 
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OF NEARBY VILLAGES." 

3. THE "NUMBER OF CIRCUMSTANCES" WHICH CONTRIBUTED TO THE COLLISION 
OF THESE AIRCRAFT WERE NOT SPECIFIED IN THE TANJUG REPORT. 

4. THIS REPORT CONTAINS THE FIRST OFFICIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
THAT SERBO-CROATIAN, INSTEAD OF THE PRESCRIBED LANGUAGE, ENGLISH, 

WAS USED BY THE ZAGREB TOWER AT A CRITICAL POINT. BRITISH AND 
GERMAN PRESS HAD REPORTED THIS EARLIER. 

5. WE HAVE REQUESTED THAT A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REPORT BE SENT 
TO US WHEN PRINTED AND WILL SEND IT ON WHEN RECEIVED. 

YORK 
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